The Grand Duke Nicholas in Paris

There has heeu a council of war in Paris at which the
Russian Military Attache was present and the Grand Duke
Nicholas has been appointed generalissimo of the Russian
armies. He is very warlike in his sentiments and he sings
the praises of the French Army. I needn't tell you how this
news is creating bad blood here.

Yesterday I made the acquaintance of the new Russian
Ambassador to Berlin, Monsieur Sverbe"ew. Lerchenfeld
brought Iiim along. They both looked very preoccupied.
The present certainly isn't an easy moment for diplomatists.
This evening the papers are more reassuring and it seems that
the Austrian Heir-Apparent has received a cold douche at
Springe. They say that cholera is diminishing in Constanti-
nople and the Ambassador said last night Prince Ferdinand
has a veritable horror of this disease.

Berlin, 2$th November, 1912.

The summoning of a conference would be the most reason-
able means of arriving at a solution of the Eastern problem.
All the Powers except Austria seem to me to grasp this.
The latter senses perfectly well that Europe wouldn't coun-
tenance her ideas of aggrandisement and would support the
Servians against her pretensions. She is playing a sorry role
in the conflict, obscure, subterranean, full of intrigue and
snares. At times it all seems to me very contradictory
and that there is an inconceivable lack of frankness in
Austria's policy, all of which goes to show the struggle
of the two tendencies, that of the old Emperor and die
Archduke's.

They say here that the Turks are very down in the dumps ;
the Bulgars, too, in spite of their victories which will have
cost them more than ninety thousand men. They have no
more reserves and cholera has attacked them also whereas at
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